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Setting
Fresno City College is a two-year community college fully 
accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges, 
and part of the California Community College system. It enrolls 
over 24,000 students, and approximately half of the student 
population is of Hispanic or Latino background. Art History I 
and II are designed as introductory survey courses and assume 
no prior experience of art or art history. Art History I examines 
the cultures of the Western world from the prehistoric era 
to the late Gothic period through visual art and artifacts. Art 
History II examines the art and visual culture of Western 
Europe and the United States from the late Gothic period to 
the contemporary era.  

Challenges and Goals 
I have similar goals for my Art History I and Art History II 
courses. For both, I expect students to demonstrate knowledge 
of historical and cultural art styles; analyze contextual factors 
that influenced the creation of art during specific historical eras; 
identify and discuss specific visual characteristics that typify the 
historical era or culture of an artwork using art-specific termi-
nology; and discuss and analyze the media and techniques used 
to create artworks and the effect they have on viewers. 

With more than 75 percent of class time dedicated to lecture, it 
is very important that students ask questions and participate in 
class discussions. The textbook is the primary source for discus-
sion and examination content. If students don’t read their as-
signed textbook before coming to class, they aren’t able to par-
ticipate, don’t benefit as much from lecture, and often perform 

poorly on exams. Many of my students are on financial aid and 
in the past had found it difficult to purchase the current edition 
of the textbook. I decided to implement REVEL because it was 
a more affordable option, and I could hold students accountable 
for reading assignments. My main goal with REVEL was to get 
students to read the textbook material so they would come to 
class better prepared for discussions and exams.  

Implementation 
Students taking introductory courses at Fresno City College 
often struggle with basic study skills, especially those in regular/
non-honors sections. I like how REVEL teaches students how 
to manage their time, how to read, and how to study. To 
ensure students complete their reading assignments and come 
to class prepared, I assign REVEL reading and section quizzes 
to be due before lecture. After we cover the topic in lecture, 
REVEL end-of-chapter quizzes are then due to assess students’ 
understanding of that particular topic or chapter. At the end of 
the semester, if a student earns an overall REVEL score of 80 
percent, I award them full credit, equaling 5 percent of their 
overall course grade. My syllabus clearly communicates how 
the weekly reading assignments in REVEL tie into my lectures. 
Additionally, I use the REVEL performance dashboard to link my 
lecture with content students are learning about in REVEL.

Benefits observed 
• REVEL is easy to use.

• REVEL is a more affordable option for students.

• REVEL has allowed me to see how much time students 
spend with the assigned reading. 

• REVEL offers several advantages over a print textbook 
including high-quality images, the ability to highlight and add 
notes, videos related to artworks, an audio glossary, short 
chapter quizzes, and an assignment calendar.

Key Results  After completing REVEL assignments, students came to class better prepared to engage in discus-
sions. Students who earned an overall REVEL score of 70 percent or more scored significantly 
higher on exams than students who scored below 70 percent.  
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Assessments
60 percent Exams (three)

13 percent In-class quizzes

12 percent Response assignments

10 percent Essay

5 percent REVEL

Results and Data
Analyzing data across honors and non-honors sections pro-
vided valuable insight that can be used to inform how REVEL is 
implemented in future semesters to help even more students 
succeed. 

Across all sections of Art History I and II, students who earned 
an overall REVEL score of 70 percent or more (M = 87%, 
SD = 15%, n = 24) scored significantly higher on exams than 
students who scored below 70 percent (M = 75%, SD = 14%, 
n = 66), t(88) = -3.33, p< .05 (Figure 1). The overall REVEL score 
refers to the total REVEL points earned throughout the semes-
ter divided by the total REVEL points assigned. Exams for all 
cohorts included multiple choice, matching, term identification, 
and essay questions. 

Honors students using REVEL (M = 90%, SD = 11%, n = 10) 
scored significantly higher on exams than honors students in the 
same course the previous semester who used a traditional print 
textbook (M = 84%, SD = 25%, n = 28), t(36) = -2.01, p < .05 
(Figure 2). This was not the case with regular, non-honors stu-
dents. In addition, honors students earned significantly higher 
REVEL scores compared to non-honors, t(88)=-2.01, p < .05. 
With REVEL worth only 5 percent of their course grade, many 

students in non-honors sections treated REVEL as an optional 
assignment, which reflected in their scores. In contrast, honors 
students are highly motivated and tend to take advantage of all 
resources that can help them to do well in the course. 

The Student Experience
Students love the audio and often listen as they read along. 
They have also commented on the images embedded within 
the REVEL content and like how you can zoom in on particular 
images right within the reading assignment. 

Conclusion
I am pleased to see that students who spend time complet-
ing their REVEL assignments perform better on exams. It is 
extremely valuable to know which groups of students benefited 
most from REVEL this past semester so that I can adjust my 
implementation for future semesters. To communicate the 
importance of completing REVEL assignments to all students, 
I plan to make REVEL count for a greater portion of the grade 
and implement REVEL in a way that motivates all students to 
earn an overall REVEL score of at least 70 percent.  
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M = Mean 
SD = Standard Deviation 
N = Number of learners

 
Figure 1. Average Exam Scores (Exams 1–3) for Students Who earned an 
Overall REVEL Score of 70 Percent or Above vs. 69 Percent or Below (Spring 
2015, N = 90)

 
Figure 2. Average Honors Student Exam Scores without REVEL (Fall 2014, 
n = 28) vs. with REVEL (Spring 2015, n = 10)


